Except for logos and the carban-fibar air intake, the RENNTech I©.0-
liter V=12 is indistinguishable from Mercedes’ original &.0-liter. The
quistness of the sssembly also remains thanks, in parl, to Mercodes’
extensive noise-isolation efforts, all of which remain in place.
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""" RENNTEGH MERGEDES-BENZ

A FINE-TUNED TEUTONIC TERROR

by John Pearley Huffman 4

hare's somathing 1o be said for sheer size, aspacialy for a

2 5-lan twe-daor thal's quicker in the quarer mile than

mest production Spors cars, more comiforable than the

Ebviz suite af tha Las Vegas Hilton, and decarated with Be

sevcir-laire of any Gany Grant mavie in which he wears 8
fmeda. Thera's glso something 5 be said jor & 48-valve DOHC
t2-cylinder engina dsplacing seven full tess and producing
approximately 485 horsapower and 510 pound-feat of torgue
And 'z ad bislt e a Mercedes bacausa il i a Mercades.

REMNTech i he brainchid of Harim Feyhl, who lef both the
renawned AMG funing firm and his nafive Germany &0 seftle i
Delray Baach, Flodda. From theee Fayhl kas besn expanding the
Mercedes-Banz parformance envelope significantly, The mest
popular of the RENNTech conversions is hes 6.0-Mer varsion of
the factary 5,0-iter Y-B used in the 5500 and SL500. Bul i's tha
sompany's wark an the Mercedas flagship V-12 pawerplar tat's
the: sulsiect here: Through tha magic of a S0-milimetar bare and
o -millimetar stroke, AEMMTech infiates the §.0-8ker V-12 Sound
in e SB00 and SLE00 up o a lafty 7.0 WKers and than caps the
assembly with defcately porled combustien chambess and four
custnm-ground camshatts,

To showcase tis engine, RENNTech metaliad it In & "85 5600
Cooupe (resulting in whet ihe company calls an 5700) outlithed
with REMNTech's stainless-steel cat-back exhaust syslam. a
four-spasd autamatic iransmissicn maddied io hande the fomus
and consistantly launch in firsl gear, & suspension slightly Iower
than stock and incorporabng a lamer-gameter front anti-roll tar,
& custam mallbar. & four-pain harnass lar the driver, and anli-
penetration security glass. The most impressive, and lkely
necassary, modifications made to the 5-Coupa are T4-nch fnonl
antd 12-nch rear. digmatar Alcon vented diss brakes and & set of
18x8.54nch Speedling wheels surounded by 265402R 18 Faedi
P-Zard Asimmabico lres.

Despite all its powsr, the besl thing about the RENNTach
Enging & what doesnt change rom Mescases' ariginal dasign,
The V-12 iz an inherenily belanced, uncannily seductive
arrangement, and Mercedes maximizad that advaniage with
avary lrick in the book 1o produce whal may be the quistest
mega-displacement enging in produciion, H there's a deterara-
tion = thal mausalew silance and
aguiliprium becausa of
REMNTech's exira

displaoement, we didn't natics . Tha anly mdra
ok & 3 desinctive, intaxicatad hawl Trom M naw
sxhalsl system—a performance somd wa'd Seek
out anyway. Even the large tires are muliled fo
ahanca wilhin iFe big coupe's passangar vault,

Quigt but deedly, the 5700 rocketed down tha
quaner mile in 137 seconds at 108,0 mph, dafied
fogic by sprinting 0-60 mph in 5.3 saconds, and then
lefl us slackjawad by hauling s dreadnought ton-
naps back down to 0 from &0 mph i anly 132 faet
These is vistually no sensation of spead; it's as #
inartial dampenars i Thes big ship drain any unic-
ward mation thal maght intessupl the skees tourna-
ment being held on tha kanl

It looks like a luury car, Be sutlithed ke a oy
car, but wihen pushed, d scools Bke & sporte car.
Mevarihaless, 1he car's bulk & inascapabls—yol'e
always awaen of just how encrmous the thing E—and
fhe slesring whesl & mated 1o relatealy slow but uls-
mately precisa steering oear. Wi S0 much 1omue on
fa@, s simpla 1o balanca 1ha cars nalwal undessheer
with an instant helping of power-induced overstear (a5
long a2 tha Mercages fraction control i fumed off).
Tha only giaring ormisgicn on this car wess The lack of a
limited-sliy differential, whach would have improved
the acceiaration Smes. Take this car o Montara, and
it'll go across Amesica's speed-limitess state mona
comfortably, and maybe fastar, 1han a Guollslream Y

On the rallers at Pro Dyna, the ARENNTech V.12
priduced 8 peak £04 rear-whael horsepowar and 425
pound-eal of lomgue. With 12 cvinders firng away, i
isn't surprising 1hal the borgue cune mane resembles
the topography of the Dealh Valley faar than the
Siarre Mevedas. Thers's 346 pound-featl of lorque
awvaliable al 2750 pm, end it doesa't drop balkow 1hal
ek untll thie car is past its G000 redline. Bud & isn'l
just the guarnity of orque, f's ha nature of & supremety smoalh and engagng.

Sdart with a $138,300 5800 coupe and REMMNTach wil buid it up fo whal's
featured here for & rara £57,720 more. OF course, if you wani an 5L or
5-Ciass seden, the REMMTach engina slots dght in. Or you can slways siep
up ba the magshve naw T4-liker V-12 that REN-
MTech has davalopad.

Engine: 7.0-Bar DOHG W-12
Major engine modification:
increasad displacement, modifed haads,
CUEEbom Cams
Horsepower & rpm: 485 @ S600 (asf,)
Torgue, M= & rpmu 510 8 4100 [esl.)
Tramarnission: Modllad 4-speed aurio.
Brakes, §: Aloon disca/discs, ABS
Whesis: 18 x'8.5-Inch, Speediing
Tiresr 26540ZRA1E,
Piralli P-Zera Asimmatrico
cithnr mrods: RENNTech ront anbi-rod
bar and lowaring kit
Maodifications and labor: 857,720 (eal.)




