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swapped the stock (for the Hammer) Pirelli
P700s at the rear for a pair of Goodyear slicks.

After heating the slicks by doing several burn-
outs in a puddle of water, our test driver was able
to bring the 0-60 time down to less than 5 sec,
acceleration that puts the Hammer in the same
lofty league as the Ferrari Testarossa and Lam-

borghini Countach.

Parked among the throng of low-slung 2-seat

exotics gathered for our World's Fastes
test. the 4-door. relatively upright H
didn’t appear to be in its element. It asta
everyone, though, by blasting through the
Volkswagen's Ehra-Lessien test track a
mph, without undue drama, without f
the driver’s nerves. “This car, for a big ¢t
able sedan that you could drive to church
markably steady at these speeds, ‘

“hampion Phil Hill. “It certainly
ugh engineering job to work so
¢ conditions.”

dible performance, but not with-
As experienced race car drivers are
** Speed costs money; how fast do
7" In the case of the 6.0-liter Ham-
:d to shell out $175.000—a huge
but with only 10 or so Hammers
4 America and only 30 more in the
«J. yours should be the only one
Although the engines are assem-
shop just outside Stuttgart, you
:stoof your car built stateside at

Top Sp

th America (233 W. Ogden Ave,
60559: 800 652-2366), or order
weverly Hills Motoring Accessories
son Blvd, Beverly Hills, Calif.
7-4800).
« offer more performance to cli-
tor still more acceleration. In the
w Bosch-Motronic fuel-injection

13.6 @ 109.5 ould be good for an additional 40

strag S-speed manual transmission.
setrofitted to earlier Hammers.
1t van’t buy and what the Hammer
eserted stretch of Aurobahn—the
¢ a firm grip on the wheel, open
the way, and feel the exhilaration
« scenery and road signs change
ble objects to a splendid blur.
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PHOTO BY RICHARD M. BARON

uSSPECIFICATIONs

Verderi

ype ...
Borex streke, in. imm -
Displacement, cl in.Joc
Compressionratio ...
Bhp @ rom, SAE net
Torque @ rpm, Ibft....
Fuelinjection......... ... .

DRIVETRAIN .
Transmission........... e 4.5p automatic
Gearratios: 4th (1.00).... 224

Id ). .
nd24t).. e
151(3.68) ...
Finaldriveratio............

CHASSIS & BOI)Y ;
Layout ... G fmntengmfreardme
Bmkesystem....‘ ................. ,,.,ﬂ 2in, vented discs front,
10.2-in. vented discs rear: vacuum assist, ABS
Wheels......... i castalloy, 1738
Tires...... Pirelli PT00; 215/45VR-17 front, 235/45VR-17 rear
Steering type ..................... recirculating ball, power assist
Turns, lock-to-lock ..o .34

Suspensmn, front/rear: MacPherson struts, lowef A»arms. coll
shocks. anti-roll bar

springs, tube shocks, anti-rol barfs link, coil sprmgs tube —}

With 407 b1t
of torgue on
hand, an indis-
creet prod of
the throtile will
produce expen-
give tire smoke
{above). intevior
revisions (lefl)
inciude 220-
km /b speed-
ometer, AMG
steering wheel
and optional
Recaro soats.
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