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Sinee Gnericans are ahont to gef their first -8 Hercedes-Ben s iwagoll.

the 1300, et s exaiine i carlior Dudependeiit ofjort

i Ihat direction—-and bevond

ack in the 1580's, long hefore AMG was. taken under the official wing of Datmler-

Benz, the noted German tuner established its own U.S. branch, AMG of North Amer-

ica, in the Chicago suburb of Westmont. Run by Richard Buxbaum and using engiaes

developed by AMG back home in Afalterbach, the shop assembled one-off, high-per-
femarice Mercedes-Benz cars for particular (and wealthy) customers, Among the fastest
were 4 series of B-Class (W124-chassis) sedans that AMG dubbed “Hammess,” capable of
180 mph.

Meanwhile, for the 1988 model year, Mercedes-Benz of North America, 25 it was then
ketown, imported its first gasoline-powered wagon, the 300TE. Altiough the popular 177-
hp grocery-geiter was both usefal and handsome—and could bettér 130 mph in stock
form—it could centainly have benefitted from the additional power and torque of a V-8, 50 -
AMG decided that 2 U.S. market existed for a Hammer wagon, which is practically what we
Itave heze,

A-Mighty-Goer

AS 2 basis for its first U.S.-beilt uber-wagon, AMG's U.S. shop hought a stock 1988 18-
version 300TE, then priced a1 about $51,000, and went fror there. The original 177-hp
M103 inline six was yanked out, and 2 238-hp M117 V-8 was acquired from & wrecked,
low-mileage 5605EL. But that was just the start. After the duminmm block was hored ont
to six liters, the engine was balanced and biueprinted, and the heads were ported and pol-
ished. The engine managerment system and cams are said to have remained stock, but the
four-speed automatic from the 560 had iis vaive body modified. Getting the V-8 into the.
engine bay required some carefiil metal-massage to make adequate space, but the result is
a factory-like fit.

Off came the wagon’s longitudinal roof strakes, and on went the requisite front spoiler,
complete with driving lights, plus slick rear and side skiits. The usoal AMG monoblock
16-inch wheels were added, too. Beneath the skin, Buxbanm’s men cit one cofl out of
each spring to lower the wagon an inch and « half (though one magazine tester Later
blarited this crude suspension modification for a high-speed corkscrew motio).

The lucky guy who commissioned this wagon wanted to go s fast as hie could for
$100,000, 50 AMG set thie “fist prieg” for it at $99,500—and in 1990 that was fiot chicken
feed. Whist the new owmer got was 2 zero 10 60 mph time of about 5.7 seconds, 1 zerv o
100 mph time of 14.2 seconds, and a top speed of 153. At 100 mph, the engine was loaf
ing along at just 3,700 rpm.

In fact, though, this wagon was 6ne netch below the real Hammer offered in Burope:
That even more tate beast was fited with custom-built four-valve AMG heads to yield
another 50 hrp, but the snag was that it required another 200 han-houss to build, at 2 pre-
mitura of about $65,000. These heads, being: practically one-offs, are also said 10 have
been somewhat less durable, Even at $165,000, you were still buying a prototype:




A 560SEL V-8 was bored fn £.0 lHers,
tuned, and buspitnted, yiefding
a claimed 310 hip.




¥or 1991, Buxbanm pianned to build up
to 50 ot wagons for e U.S., but that never
happened. That year, AMG abruptly left the
U.S. market,

Why? Well, first- Mercedes-Benz. invenied
the 400E, with a 268-hp V-8-and 2 price tag
of $36,000. Then, in 1992, cime the fac-
tory's 326-hip 500K, “bammering” the last
riail into the AMG’s coffin. Of course, both of
these odels were far betier developed than
low-volume specials and far less demanding
of their owners when it came to paris and
service, not to mention emission lesis. of
course, it was still too bad that DBAG didn’t
make a V-8 wagon for the U5, though, that
oversight is now being rectified with the 7004
E500 Wagon.

Several magazines (hat tested this six-liter
wagon complained aboul the poor quality of
its conversion—bits kept falling off—and
the car's very nature meant that it was bound
to lead 2 hard life. Originally all biack but for
the light, bird’s-eye maple interior trim, the
wagon was later bodged-up wiih a biack und
silver two-tone paint scheme, gold fender
i, and gold wheels (yeccch) with bald
snow tires.

eBay Motors

Fast-forward to late 2001, whea Noithesn
New Jersey Section member and Hammer
enthusiast Dave Shirmano spotted this wagon
on eBay.

“[ had only seen 2 Bammer wagon for sale
years before it Hemmings. 1 ahsolutely had
o have it. My drearn car was not 2 low-slung
Jtalian two-persons-and-their-toothbrushes
transporter but a seven-passenger ‘Mom
from Hell' Mercedes-Benz. Then 1 made the
mistake of mentioming it to sy wife.”

“&$%>*$@%#1 she said.

T her credit, my wife i§ very tolesant of
my automotive orphan adoption tendencies,
but at.the time I was tending to a 1983 Aston
Martin Lagonda, an old Alfa Romeo, and 2
long-wheelbase Chiecker. 'IUs a greal family
cdr, anﬂynucancarpoalinit,‘saidl,inmgin-
ing her hell-bent for the kids® school on 2
slick, leafy auhmn two-lane road with 360 hip
at the rear whesls and no traction conirol.

“But the wagion was gone. As the auction
ended, 1 watched my dream car go fo
another, refreshing the compnter screen for
an hour until that haesh fact sef in. 1 noted
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the buyer’s e-mail address and weni o with
my life.”

Fast-forward again, this time just a few
montbs. “As 1 did my daily eBay search for
‘mercedes + wagon,' (here it was! “1988/90
AMG Mercedes Benz 6.0 wagon, 155 moh.' It
was the same car P'd missed a year and @ balf
ag0. I was blinded by hust.  was not going'to
Tt this car ges away from me again.”

“Then I made the mistake of mentioning i
to my wife, agatn "

pnwway, this time the car didn’t sell, but 1
eventually ended up on the phone with the
seller. Bottom line, he ended up with Jess
than he wanted, and 1 had the deal of a life-
time (I thought).

“There are rules to follow when buying 2
car. 1 had a book once, Houw to Buy a Gar
Long-Distance. It was over 100 pages, and I
broke every rule in it The could have used 2
pliotograph of my pained expression a5 the
cover of the book. If 4 car has a handbuilt
$16,000 engine, a cestain degree of caution
is undertaken by any sane person byuing
such a car. Such a safie person never buys
such 2 car sight unseen.

“I bought the car sight unseen.




 Rude Awakening

~ “Have yon ever wanted something so badly
- shiat you threw caution to the winds and said
. 1o hell with the consequences? Granted, the
 seller had $14,000 in receipts, owned other
. tasty.cars, checked out with all the mechan-
fcs, and had soried out everything on the car.
. Or so I thought. The ciar had been
" repaintet —in black. The air-cond-
' toning was upgraded to R134, and records
showed 2 niew compressor, alternztor, regy
laor, starter motor, battery, radiator, coolant
tank, thermostat, exhaust system, catalytic
comverter, tie rods, drag Jislk, wheel bear-
ings, contro] arms, and more. The engine
had even had a top-end rebuild. What could
possibly go wrong?
Shipped from Chicago o David’s hiome in
New Jersey just before Christmas, the car
arrived on New Year's Eve, Minutes. after i

was ensconced in the garage, & line of

coolant crept from beneath the car. _
“When I called the previous owner, be said

i had always dumped coolant but only while

yunging. Mechanically, the cir had been rid-
den hard and put away wet. § had to find a

David took the car to longtime Mercedes-
Benz mechanic Bob Gade at Exclusive Auto
i Lakewood, New Jersey. Bob’s diagnosis?
Yhe engine had been hieat-damaged. The ss-
liters are known to have “cooling issues.”
Oh, and a bad rod, scored cylinders, and a
wort bottom end. Rebuild time. While the
engine is out, they inspected the transmis-
sion. Rebuild time.

Finally, just a few months ago, the restora-
tion was completed.

Who Knows?

Naturally, because of the custom-built
nattce of these Jow-production specials, doc-
umenting them can be difficuit. StlI, Dave
says, “Based on the magazine photos and the
«car's service records, I am almost cértain
this is the car that was tested by Gar & Driver
in 1990.” The original plot was to' build 50
cars, but only about 13 are believed to have

been completed. How many of them survive?

Who knows?
At least thiis black cat, thanks to Dave, has
just begun its second lfe.
B

Technical Specitications

vith Peal

lip Torque, h-1

. 1988 300TE 6.0

Top speet,
mph










